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Each year, hematologic cancers — those affecting the blood and bone marrow — strike a
significant number of Americans. More than
140,000 people in the United States are diagnosed with lymphoma, leukemia, and multiple
myeloma each year. Non-Hodgkin lymphoma
and leukemia among the top ten most common
cancers in America, according to the American
Cancer Society.
It’s true that great strides have been made in
treating many of these cancers. The survival rate
for children diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia (ALL) is now over 80 percent. A number of targeted therapies have been approved for
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, extending patients’
lives. And new combination drug regimens are
showing promise for multiple myeloma.
But challenges remain. Nearly 20,000 people
die annually from non-Hodgkin lymphoma,
another 21,780 from leukemia, and half of all
patients with multiple myeloma. While four out

Lawrence Gardner, MD (left), here with Zongdong Li, PhD, is
studying how genes are turned on and off in lymphoma and
other cancers.

of five children with ALL survive, that still
means one out of five do not beat the disease.
Clearly continued research is necessary to understand the molecular drivers of hematologic cancer development, to identify new therapeutic tarcontinued on page 4

Drugs on Back Order
Shortages of Chemotherapy and Other Drugs Threaten Cancer Care, Research

Intravenous anticancer drugs are
among those hardest hit by the
current drug shortage.

Thiotepa. Doxil®. Paclitaxel. 5-Fluorouracil.
Cisplatin. What do these drugs have in common?
They are all chemotherapy agents commonly used to treat a variety of cancers in
both adults and children. They are not new;
some have been around for decades. But they
also all share the unfortunate distinction of
being in short supply. And those shortages are
adversely affecting the way cancer care professionals all over the country are taking care of

their patients and conducting research.
The problem has escalated in recent years,
with drug shortages tripling since 2005 alone.
It’s affecting drugs for other diseases, too, but
the lion’s share of shortages is occurring in the
oncology field. And the diminished supply isn’t
restricted to chemotherapy; drugs commonly
used during surgery are also difficult to secure.
“We’ve experienced drug shortages in the
past — maybe one or two at a time — but
continued on page 6
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Message from the Director
October 3 was quite an evening. That night, the night of our annual Gala, we raised more
than $3.2 million for our research, patient care, and educational programs. We honored
Robert H. Benmosche for his efforts to raise support for our programs, and Abraham
Chachoua, MD, for his commitment to excellence in patient care and research. You can read
more on page 8.
Our guests at the Gala also learned about our remarkable growth and progress over the
last four years alone. For example, our grant funding is up 42 percent compared to 2007.
We have 30 percent more patients participating in clinical trials. And we see 17 percent
more patient visits a year.
We have developed a model focused not
only on surviving cancer, but on living —
featuring new programs that combine traditional care with Eastern philosophy. We are
also opening a new breast screening center
and expanding to the Clinical Cancer Center
II on East 38th St. In addition, we have
expanded facilities at Bellevue Hospital Cancer Center and developed a community cancer center at Woodhull Hospital Medical
Center.
All this in just the last four years. I’d like
to thank our Advisory Board — in particular, my partner, Lori Fink — as well as Larry
Fink and all of our supporters for believing
in our goals and helping us to achieve them.
In this issue, you can also read about how a significant contribution from Norman M.
Feinberg and Arline Feinberg is being used to further the understanding — and ultimately
the treatment — of lymphoma and other hematologic cancers. We are grateful to the Feinbergs for their generosity.
You can also read about our personal fundraising program, which enables anyone to
assist the NYUCI by setting up a customized Web page to attract online donations. And you
can learn about the annual Adults in Toyland event to raise funds for the Hassenfeld Center.
The advances in cancer care that we have been witnessing have transformed survival
rates. But those achievements can only be possible if effective drugs are readily available.
Today we are experiencing an unprecedented drug shortage that is hitting oncology hard.
We urge the government to amend legislation that is fueling these shortages. At the same
time, I want to assure our patients that we are taking steps to ensure that these shortages do
not compromise your care.
As we start the New Year, I wish you much good health and hope you will join me in
looking forward to another successful year for the NYU Cancer Institute.
William L. Carroll, MD

The Julie and Edward J. Minskoff Professor of Pediatrics
Professor of Pathology
Director, NYU Cancer Institute

www.nyuci.org
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Personal Fundraising Efforts Support NYUCI
Donations made to the NYU Cancer Institute in memory of a loved one are an
important source of funding for our patient
care, research, and education programs.
Now NYU Langone Medical Center
(NYULMC) has made it even easier to raise
funds through the Personal Fundraising
program, which enables donors to set up
their own Web pages to publicize their
efforts, share the information with donors,
and track their progress.
Are you turning 50 this year? Is your
child having a Bar or Bat Mitzvah? Is it your
25th wedding anniversary? Personal
Fundraising is also a great way to support
the NYUCI when you are celebrating a
major milestone or other event in your life.
Bonnie Morrissey chose to honor her
mother, Marlene Kittredge, who died of
ovarian cancer in November 2008. She had
been treated for the disease at the NYU
Cancer Institute by Franco Muggia, MD,
the Anne Murnick Cogan and David H.
Cogan Professor of Oncology, over a period of five years since her diagnosis.
“The care she received was great,”
recalls Ms. Morrissey. “Dr. Muggia always
treated my mother like a whole person, not
just a patient. Even now, he still has stories
he tells us about her and my dad.”
A personal trainer, Ms. Morrissey
started a workout regimen called Bonnie’s
Bootcamp in April 2009 — initially to
help friends lose pregnancy weight, she
notes, but also as a way to channel her
grief over her mother’s death into something positive. She hosted a one-day Bonnie’s Bootcamp event in September 2009
to raise money for ovarian cancer research.
The Sunday morning workout took place
in Sudbury, Massachusetts, where Ms.
Morrissey lives.
She developed a Web site (http://
giving.nyumc.org/bootcamp) that not only
publicizes the event, but enables visitors to
make online donations that go directly to
NYULMC. With contributions from some
200 Bootcamp participants, other donations, and sales of raffle tickets for prizes

For three years, Bonnie Morrissey — here with her father, George Kittredge — has led an annual workout
to commemorate her late mother, Marlene, and raise funds for ovarian cancer research.

donated by vendors, she raised $15,000 the
first year, $25,000 in 2010, and $30,000 in
2011. The 2012 event is already scheduled
for September 23, and Ms. Morrissey
hopes to reach a cumulative four-year total
of $100,000 for the NYUCI.
“I hope that ovarian cancer research
will someday lead to ways to detect it early,
and to more effective treatments,” Ms.
Morrissey concludes.
Adam Bell collected more than
$14,000 for skin cancer research through the
NYULMC Personal Fundraising program.
He was diagnosed with melanoma in 2002
— and coincidentally, so was his mother.
Both had early-stage disease that required
only surgical removal. Mr. Bell was treated
by David Polsky, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Dermatology and Pathology. He continues to see Dr. Polsky every six months for
follow-up using the MoleSafe early detection
program.
For Father’s Day this year, his wife,
Nicole, registered him for a half-marathon
(13.1 miles) in Philadelphia on September

find a doctor • 212-731-5000

16, 2012. She created his personal NYULMC
Web page (http://giving.nyumc.org/
goto/adambell) to designate the event as a
fundraiser for the NYU Cancer Institute.
Mr. Bell is impressed by Dr. Polsky’s
research aimed at enhancing the early detection and prevention of melanoma. “I decided to use the half-marathon as an opportunity to raise money for a cause that’s very
close to my heart — skin cancer research,”
explains Mr. Bell, who lives in Short Hills,
New Jersey. “My mother and I were able to
be treated successfully because we had
melanoma that was diagnosed early. I’m
proud to be able to support Dr. Polsky as he
continues his critical work.” n
Want to set up a Personal Fundraising
page to benefit NYULMC? Just go to
www.nyulmc.org/personal and follow the
instructions. You can choose where you’d like
the funds to be directed, create a personal page,
share it with others, and track your progress. It’s
easy for you and your friends to give…no fuss,
no stamps, no mailing. Give it a try!

NYU Cancer Institute news 3
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Feinberg Gift Supports Hematologic Cancer Program at NYUCI continued from page 1

gets, and to develop more effective treatments.
At the NYU Cancer Institute, those
efforts received a boost with the recent $1
million gift from Norman M. Feinberg and
Arline Feinberg last fall to support translational research related to lymphoma. Mr.
Feinberg, who was treated at the NYUCI for
lymphoma in 2009, also recently thanked
his nurses and doctors at a special luncheon
held in their honor last October.
“Sometimes, after my five weeks in the
hospital, I was troubled by two thoughts:
the first, that the doctors and nurses rarely
have the opportunity to see the final results
of their efforts on a patient. And secondly,
despite their great efforts, they sometimes
lose people, and that has got to be very
depressing,” Mr. Feinberg said, explaining

pilot studies — fundamental early-stage
investigations with the potential to develop
into larger research programs that could be
worthy of federal funding. “Pilot projects
are often ‘high-risk’ projects which are
difficult to fund through traditional mechanisms,” says Lawrence B. Gardner, MD, the
Saul J. Farber Assistant Professor of Medicine, who is overseeing the review of pilot
study proposals submitted by investigators
at the NYUCI. “These projects, however,
often represent ‘thinking outside the box,’
and can lead to transformative science and
major advances in lymphoma treatment.
And once the science is more mature, these
projects often do get funded by the National
Institutes of Health and other sources.”
The program aims to support three
pilot studies a year for the next five years.

Norman M. Feinberg (left) — here with hematologic cancer specialist Kenneth Hymes, MD — made a
generous contribution to the NYUCI to support innovative research related to hematologic cancers.

why he chose to support the luncheon. “By
appearing personally to express my deepest
thanks at a time when I am fully restored
and vital, they can see their results, and perhaps in their down periods, I could act as a
reminder of how important and wonderful
their work is.”
The Feinberg contribution supports
4 NYU Cancer Institute news

“Several proposed studies are targeting the
mechanisms known to be abnormal in lymphoma,” adds Dr. Gardner. “By learning
more about the biology of lymphoma, we
can devise new ways to treat it.”
“The incredible generosity of Arline
and Norman M. Feinberg will allow the
Division of Hematology and Medical

Oncology to pursue research into the causes
of and treatments for malignant lymphomas,” says Kenneth Hymes, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of
Hematology/Oncology. “Their support will
allow investigators to study the epigenetic
and molecular mechanisms which lead to
the development of lymphomas and to
identify means of targeting these abnormalities. Our research fellows will participate in these studies, too, so the Feinbergs’
gift will help prepare the next generation
of investigators in the area of lymphoma.”
A number of investigators have been
exploring hematologic cancers in an effort
to better understand their biology. Here is
a snapshot of some of these projects:
Fingerprinting Stubborn Leukemias
The 20 percent of children who succumb
to ALL typically develop resistance to the
drugs used to treat the disease, and in this
case the disease often spreads to the central nervous system (brain and spinal
cord). Why do these drugs work in some
children but not others? What differentiates the leukemias that fall prey to therapy
from those that are able to bypass the
treatment?
NYUCI Director William L. Carroll,
MD, the Julie and Edward J. Minskoff Professor of Pediatrics and Professor of Pathology, and colleagues in his laboratory —
including Elizabeth Raetz, MD, Associate
Professor of Pediatrics — are using genomic technologies to identify mutations in
relapsed ALL to create a genetic blueprint of
these challenging cancers.
“For the first time, we are identifying
pathways that cancers use to resist treatment and developing drugs to turn off
those pathways,” explains Dr. Carroll. “By
integrating molecular therapies with conventional chemotherapy, we may be able to
improve patient outcome while reducing
the side effects of treatment.” He and his
team are now validating a series of mutations they have identified that are unique to
relapsed ALL.

www.nyuci.org
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A NOTCH in Cancer Development
Sometimes two members of the same family can behave quite differently. In the setting
of leukemia, if a mutated protein called
NOTCH1 is the “black sheep” of the family,
then its cousin, NOTCH2, is the all-star
achiever.
That’s because mutations in NOTCH1
can turn it into an oncogene, a gene that
activates a cascade of signals that can culminate in T-cell lymphoblastic leukemia
(T-ALL). Yet NOTCH2 is a tumor suppressor, capable of keeping blood cells from
becoming a different form of disease:
myeloid leukemia.
Those are the findings of Iannis
Aifantis, PhD, Associate Professor of Pathology, and his colleagues, who have been
exploring the molecular mechanisms
underlying the development and progression of T-cell and B-cell leukemias and
lymphomas. Drugs that inhibit NOTCH1,
which are already in development, could
short-circuit this process. Dr. Aifantis and
his team have also found that inhibiting
another protein downstream of NOTCH1,
called NF- B, can eradicate leukemia in animal models.
The investigators also learned that in
chronic myelomonocytic leukemia
(CMML) and acute myeloid leukemia
(AML), the tumor-suppressing ability of
NOTCH2 is inactivated, and that reactivating it can inhibit disease progression. “In
the majority of myeloid leukemias, including CMML and AML, the NOTCH pathway
is inactivated,” explains Dr. Aifantis. “We
found that reigniting the tumor-suppressing
behavior of NOTCH2 in animal models
and human AML cells was effective, even
against already established disease. And that
is exciting, because AML is a devastating
cancer for which we have no cure.”
With regard to lymphoma, the Aifantis
lab is studying cyclin D3, a protein that is
vital for triggering the proliferation and
progression of T-cell lymphoma. To function, cyclin D3 associates with a complex of
enzymes called CDK4/6, and together they

Iannis Aifantis, PhD, is studying the molecular mechanisms underlying the development of T-cell and B-cell
leukemias and lymphomas.

drive the growth and expansion of cancerous cells. The researchers want to study this
mechanism further and have preliminary
data which suggest that inhibiting CDK4/6
could be a promising means of fighting Tcell lymphomas that become resistant to
treatment and relapse.
Targeting mRNA to Outwit Tumors
Tumors are wily by nature. They can grow
without oxygen and in an environment
where they are deprived of nutrients. Dr.
Gardner and his laboratory team are studying how genes are regulated by the microenvironment around a tumor to make it so
hardy.
His team is studying how genes are
turned on and off in lymphoma and other
cancers. In one line of inquiry, they are
scrutinizing how messenger RNA (mRNA),
which carries the molecular blueprint for
making proteins during protein production,
is stabilized or destroyed during tumor
development. They have found that a
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specific mechanism to turn off genes, called
“nonsense-mediated RNA decay” (NMD), is
inactivated by the hostile tumor microenvironment.
“This seems to be a very fundamental
requirement in all tumor cells,” says Dr.
Gardner. His team has learned that when
they artificially turn on NMD, cancer cells
do not grow in mice.
The scientists would like to discover a
way to manipulate NMD activity with
drugs, which could represent a novel means
of inhibiting lymphoma growth. Collaborating with Timothy Cardozo, MD, PhD,
Associate Professor of Pharmacology, they
have already identified several small molecules that can alter NMD activity.
“Hematologic malignancies possess a
goldmine of information about the genetic
blueprint of cancers,” concludes Dr. Carroll.
“The Feinberg gift provides the glue
between outstanding laboratory scientists in
hematology and oncology and the clinicians
who are caring for patients.” n
NYU Cancer Institute news 5
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Drugs on Back Order continued from page 1

nothing to this extent, and we were
always able to manage them,” says
Thomas DelCorral, Pharmacy Director at
the NYU Clinical Cancer Center. Today
nearly two dozen anticancer drugs are in
short supply.
“Patients with cancer face enough
stress without having to worry about the

William L. Carroll, MD, the Julie and
Edward J. Minskoff Professor of Pediatrics
and Professor of Pathology. “These are
drugs that have formed the foundation of
cancer care for decades and are responsible
for significant improvements in patient
survival, including progress against breast
cancer and pediatric leukemia.”

Thomas DelCorral, Pharmacy Director of the NYU Clinical Cancer Center, and his team are working to stay
ahead of the current shortages of chemotherapy drugs.

availability of a treatment they desperately
need,” notes James Speyer, MD, Medical
Director of the NYU Clinical Cancer Center and Professor of Medicine (Cancer
Center). “Yet because of drug shortages,
many patients undergoing chemotherapy
simply cannot get the medications they
need to treat their cancer.”
Clinical research is hampered as well.
There are clinical trials which are approved
and ready to move forward but cannot do
so because the treatments they are evaluating may require drugs in short supply.
These veteran drugs are often part of regimens that are assessed in combination
with investigational drugs or are needed
for comparison to newer drugs to gauge
their effectiveness.
“I’m struck by how much this has
snowballed,” adds NYUCI Director
6 NYU Cancer Institute news

Why Are There Shortages?
One might think that drugs that have
been around for decades and are generic
should be abundant. But there are a variety of reasons for the shortages:
Patent expiration. When a drug
company develops a new agent, it holds
the patent on it for a certain number of
years since its inception, during which
time no other company can make and
market it. Once that patent expires, any
other company can produce the drug,
bringing the price down significantly. This
makes the drug less profitable to produce.
Federal legislation. The Medicare
Prescription Drug Improvement and
Modernization Act of 2003 was created to
control healthcare costs by putting a cap
on drug price increases (restricting
increases to no more than six percent in

any six-month period), but instead has
resulted in the current drug shortages.
Pharmaceutical companies, which are
already making a low profit on generic
drugs, may reduce their supply of these
drugs or choose to stop making them
altogether if the price ceiling regulated by
the legislation is too low. “This legislation
was well-intentioned, but it failed to consider market forces,” says Dr. Carroll.
Problems securing raw materials. If
the raw materials needed to produce a
drug come from a single source or only a
few sources, shortages in that material
affect all manufacturers of the drug. Internal political turmoil, natural disasters, and
other infrastructure deficiencies in foreign
nations can impede the flow of raw materials to manufacturers and hamper drug
production. Such is the case with 5fluorouracil (5-FU), a drug that forms the
mainstay of colorectal cancer treatment.
Manufacturing difficulties. The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration performs
periodic inspections of drug manufacturing facilities, which must meet very high
standards to maintain purity and prevent
contamination of the drugs they produce.
This purity is especially important for
injectable cancer drugs which will be
administered intravenously. “When we
give drugs through the intravenous route,
we bypass the body’s most important barrier for infections — the skin,” explains
Mr. DelCorral. “So anticancer drugs must
be completely free of contamination and
meet high standards, especially for our
immunocompromised patients.”
But if the FDA finds problems and
drug production shuts down while the
company is addressing the issue, other
companies have to make up for the shortfall until the issue is resolved…and this
isn’t always easy or possible. While inspections to assure drug quality are absolutely
essential, they should be free of unnecessary bureaucratic regulatory burdens.
To make matters worse, a “gray market” has emerged, composed of retailers

www.nyuci.org
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If the Drug You Need
Isn’t Available
If your doctor tells you the drug that
is prescribed for your cancer treatment isn’t available, here are some
questions you may ask:
l Are there any alternative anticancer
drugs?
l How are they given?
l Do they have different side effects
than the preferred drug?
l Do I need to take the new drug
now, or is it possible for me to
delay treatment until the preferred
drug is available?

who buy and stockpile medications and
sell them to desperate pharmacists and
hospitals at exorbitant markups — as
much as 650 percent above the prior
wholesale market price. Some states have
outlawed this type of price gouging, and
others are being encouraged to follow suit.
Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-MD) has
launched an investigation into these secondary drug distributors.
What Can Be Done?
Healthcare professionals are asking the
government to amend the Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 to allow prices to
be increased to a more realistic level that
would encourage the production of a
given drug.

When a drug is not available to treat a
patient, doctors and pharmacists often
have alternatives. But they may not be as
effective, tolerable, or cost-efficient as the
preferred drug. Take the case of
capecitabine (Xeloda®). It’s the same medication as 5-FU, and it is given orally
instead of intravenously. But many
patients experience more side effects from
capecitabine, and the cost can be significantly greater. Patients may also have a
higher insurance co-pay for capecitabine.
NYU Langone Medical Center has
also met the challenge of drug shortages
through collaboration among the pharmacists at its various member institutions
(such as Tisch Hospital, Hospital for Joint
Diseases, the NYU Clinical Cancer Center,
and the Stephen D. Hassenfeld Children’s
Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders) to
share drugs in short supply. NYU Langone
Medical Center does not purchase any
drugs from gray market retailers.
Other measures that could help
include relaxing rules on the importation of
certain drugs from Canada and Europe;
having the FDA explore the option of a
national stockpile of drugs and a system to
distribute them; and providing incentives
for drug manufacturers to produce generics
and other drugs in short supply.
Some progress is already occurring: On
October 31, 2011, President Obama issued
an Executive Order calling on manufacturers to be more proactive in reporting pharmaceutical shortages to the FDA. The President’s Executive Order also directs the FDA
to work with the Department of Justice to

examine whether secondary drug wholesalers or other market participants have
responded to potential drug shortages by
illegally hoarding medications or raising
prices to gouge consumers.
“We spend a lot of time and
resources addressing drug shortages. It’s
something patients should not have to
worry about,” concludes Mr. DelCorral.
“It’s enough for patients to be concerned
about the diagnosis of cancer. They
shouldn’t have to worry if there’s a shortage of the drugs they need to fight it.” n

How You Can Help
Donations to the NYU Cancer Institute
can bring us closer to our goal of
defeating cancer. Each gift — no matter
what its size — furthers our research
efforts, enhances our clinical services, and
expands our community programs so
that we may help more people overcome
this illness. You can give online at
www.NYUCI.org, where you can:
• Create your own personal fundraising
page
• Make an unrestricted gift
• Direct your gift to fund a particular
area
• Honor your doctor, nurse, or loved one
Contributions can also be sent to:
NYU Cancer Institute
NYU Langone Medical Center
Office of Development
One Park Avenue, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10016
For more information, please contact
Margo Bloom at 212-404-3638

(margo.bloom@nyumc.org)

A Meeting of the Minds
The NYU Cancer Institute held its 8th Annual Translational Research Retreat on October 28 at the New York
Academy of Medicine. This year’s daylong gathering
attracted more than 250 participants. They heard their
colleagues deliver presentations on molecular genetics
and epigenetics, population research, cell signaling and
cancer, the role of inflammation in cancer, cancer stem
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cells, targeted therapies and new drug targets, and
tumor immunology, to name a few topics. Keynote
speaker William C. Hahn, MD, PhD, Associate Professor
of Medicine at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School, addressed genetic interactions
that lead to cancer and the creation of novel experimental models for studying this transformation.

NYU Cancer Institute news 7
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NYUCI Gala Raises $3.2 Million
The 2011 NYU Cancer Institute Gala drew
“If you think of patient care as similar masterpiece,” said Dr. Chachoua at the
more than 600 guests to the Plaza Hotel
to approaching an untouched canvas, color Gala. “Tonight, I am surrounded by many
on October 3, 2011. The event raised over
by numbers will give you an acceptable uni- human masterpieces who have been gra$3.2 million to support the Institute’s
cious enough to join me.”
form result. But if you put your heart and
research, patient care, education, and can“Your support for this crucial cause
soul into the canvas, you will end up with a
cer prevention programs.
and for the remarkable
Each year, the NYUCI Gala celebrates
faculty and staff who
its physicians, scientists, nurses, and other
give so much of themhealthcare professionals for their excelselves in serving
lence and commitment. Funds raised are
our patients is extraorused to support the Cancer Institute’s
dinary,” Robert I.
remarkable progress in the fight against
Grossman, MD, Dean
cancer.
and CEO of NYU LanThis year’s event honored Robert H.
gone Medical Center,
Benmosche, President and Chief Executive From left: Robert I. Grossman, MD; Gala honorees Abraham Chachoua, MD, told the guests, “most
and Robert H. Benmosche; and Kenneth Langone
Officer, American International Group
profoundly because it
(AIG), Inc., and Abrahelps build the solidarity, enthusiasm, and
ham Chachoua, MD, the
sense of community that are so essential
Jay and Isabel Fine
to great achievement.”
Associate Professor of
Lori Fink, Chair of the NYUCI AdviOncology at NYU Lansory Board and trustee of NYU Langone
gone Medical Center.
Medical Center since 2003, explained that
Mr. Benmosche has led
“human touch” is at the core of the NYU
efforts to raise signifiCancer Institute. “Our physicians, sciencant funds for the
tists, and caregivers never lose sight of the
NYUCI. Dr. Chachoua,
knowledge that although every patient is
From left: Larry Fink, Lori Fink, Saba Bologna, and William L. Carroll, MD
a respected authority
unique, we all share the need for compason the medical treatsion, support, respect and love,” she noted.
ment of cancer, is revered by his patients
“It’s a simple formula. It’s a formula for
and also leads clinical trials assessing new
excellence.”
anticancer therapies.
NYUCI Director William L. Carroll,

William L. Carroll, MD (left), and Abraham Chachoua, MD

Want to know
more about what
the NYUCI is doing?
Read the NYU Cancer
Institute 2010/2011
Report, now available
at www.nyuci.org.
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MD, the Julie and Edward J. Minskoff
Professor of Pediatrics and Professor of
Pathology, described the recent growth of
the NYUCI. “I want to express to Bob
Grossman and Ken Langone our gratitude
for the remarkable transformation that
has taken place on our campus these past
five years, and our excitement for the
future,” he noted. “While every dimension
of patient care, research, and education
has benefitted from their leadership, the
Institute has especially benefitted in our
quest for the extraordinary. Today we are
using resources in new ways to provide
the most effective, synergistic, and efficient research and care.” n
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Festive Event Benefits Hassenfeld Center

Event Co-Chairs
(from left): Britt
Szostak, Morgan
Hertzan, Brooke
Jaffe, Patti Kim,
Kelly Kennedy Mack,
Susan Block Casdin,
Harlan Fabrikant
Saroken, Keri
Glassman, Steven
Jaffe, Michael
Weaver, and
Kimberly Goodwin

On November 3, more than 600 New York
City professionals from finance, fashion,
entertainment, real estate, and other
industries gathered at 583 Park Avenue for
“Adults in Toyland – Under The Boardwalk,” an event which raised over $700,000
for the Stephen D. Hassenfeld Children’s
Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders,
part of the NYU Cancer Institute and the
Department of Pediatrics at NYU Langone
Medical Center.
The proceeds will support the unique
programs at the Hassenfeld Center and in
the Department of Pediatrics to ensure
that children and families receive the best
care possible. Programs supported by the
funds raised include interim patient/family housing, bilingual child life therapy, and
music and recreational therapy. Funds for
the Department of Pediatrics will also be
used to help support staff recruitment and
the creation of child-friendly facilities.
Presented by the Hassenfeld Center

Physician Co-Chairs: Bret Rudy, MD, Vice Chair and
Professor, Department of Pediatrics, and Linda
Granowetter, MD, Director of the Stephen D.
Hassenfeld Children’s Center

Committee, KiDS of NYU Langone Associates, and Caesars Atlantic City, the event
featured casino and boardwalk games, a
DJ, and an exclusive silent auction. Auction items included tickets to the 2012
MTV Video Music Awards, a walk-on role
on the CBS hit show How I Met Your
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Mother, and dinner for eight hosted and
prepared by a former contestant from
Bravo’s Top Chef.
Susan Block Casdin, Keri Glassman,
Kimberly Goodwin, Morgan Hertzan,
Brooke Jaffe, Steven Jaffe, Patti Kim, Kelly
Kennedy Mack, Harlan Fabrikant Saroken,
Britt Szostak, and Michael Weaver were
event co-chairs. Linda Granowetter, MD,
Director of the Hassenfeld Center, and
Bret Rudy, MD, Vice Chair and Professor,
Department of Pediatrics, were physician
co-chairs.
This year’s Adults in Toyland event
followed the announcement in October
of a $50 million leadership gift from the
Hassenfeld family to create the Hassenfeld
Pediatric Center. The gift will create
the first comprehensive facility at NYU
Langone Medical Center devoted to
the treatment of children, and will support
a wide range of pediatric healthcare
services. n
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Drs. Pass and Gardner Receive Named Professorships
Two NYU Cancer Institute physicians have received named professorships:
Harvey Pass, MD, was named the
Stephen E. Banner Professor of
Thoracic Oncology. Dr. Pass, who
specializes in the surgical treatment
of lung cancer and other thoracic
malignancies, is also Chief of
Thoracic Oncology and Chief of the
Division of Thoracic Surgery in the
Department of Cardiothoracic
Surgery at NYU Langone Medical
Center. As Director of the Thoracic
Oncology Program, he leads clinical and translational research
efforts related to thoracic cancers.
Dr. Pass is a renowned surgical scientist in the study of biomarkers for lung cancer and pleural mesothelioma. He and his
colleagues have pioneered research on a protein called osteopon-

tin, which is elevated in the blood of patients with pleural mesothelioma. The finding opens the way for a blood test to screen individuals with a history of asbestos exposure, potentially enabling doctors to find pleural mesothelioma during its earlier stages. Dr. Pass
and his team have also designed and are evaluating a unique
approach to identify molecular changes signaling the early development of thoracic malignancies. He joined the NYUCI staff in 2005.
When Stephen E. Banner, Senior Executive Vice President of
the Seagram Company, died of lung cancer in 1995, his wife,
Ellen, and his children established a Fund for Lung Cancer
Research in his name. “My family and I are impressed by the
innovative research that Dr. Pass and his colleagues are conducting to discover and diagnose lung cancers earlier. We are very
proud to support his work,” said Ellen Banner. The Banner Fund
underwrites lung cancer research, and counseling and education for
patients and their families at the NYUCI.
l

Lawrence B. Gardner, MD, was
named the Saul J. Farber Assistant
Professor of Medicine. Dr. Gardner
specializes in the treatment of disorders of the blood and bone marrow,
such as anemia and blood clotting
disorders. He has always been fascinated with the challenge of hematology. “What’s going on in the blood
can be a signal for a wide range of
diseases,” he explained. “Hematologists have to put multiple signs and symptoms together to come up
with a diagnosis, and when we do, it’s very satisfying.”
Dr. Gardner also leads a laboratory that is studying how genes

are regulated by the environment around a tumor, and genes that
allow tumors to survive despite environmental stresses. (For more
about his research, see page 5.) He is the Chief of Experimental
Hematology in the Division of Hematology/Medical Oncology in
the Department of Medicine, and also Director of the HematologyOncology Fellowship Program at the NYU School of Medicine.
Saul J. Farber, who died in 2006, was a pre-eminent medical
educator, Dean of the NYU School of Medicine, and a longtime
Chairman of the Department of Medicine. Upon receiving an assistant professorship in his name, Dr. Gardner appreciated the number of people who congratulated him and recounted touching stories about Dr. Farber. Said Dr. Gardner, “It means a lot to me that
my professorship is named for someone who meant so much to
those he educated. I hope to carry on his tradition.” n

New Board Member Announced
The NYU Cancer Institute has
announced the appointment of
Kenan Turnacioglu, PhD, to its
Board of Advisors. Dr. Turnacioglu
is a Partner and Portfolio Manager
covering the healthcare industry at
PointState Capital, a fund that
launched in January 2011. Prior to
that role, he was a Portfolio Manager at Duquesne Capital Management, LLC, covering the healthcare
10 NYU Cancer Institute news

industry since February 2001. His primary responsibility was to
analyze and invest in health care.
He also served as a board member of Agensys, a privately
held biotechnology company.
Before joining Duquesne, Dr. Turnacioglu was a research
associate in biotechnology at Credit Suisse from 1999 to 2001. He
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania Medical School in
1996 and has a doctoral degree in cell and developmental biology.
Dr. Turnacioglu conducted postdoctoral work in the laboratory
of Scott Kern, MD, at The Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine from 1997 to 1998. n
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events calendar

Registration is required for all events, and seating may be limited. Please call 212-263-2266,
e-mail NYUCIcommunityprograms@nyumc.org, or visit www.nyuci.org/rsvp for more information and to register, unless otherwise noted.

PROSTATE CANCER EDUCATION SERIES

UPDATE ON BLOOD DISORDERS

Thursday, January 26, 5:30 P.M.–6:30 P.M., Location A*

Wednesday, February 29, 6:00 P.M.–7:30 P.M., Location B*

Topic: HIFU Treatment Options
Presenter: William C. Huang, MD

Description: Anemia is the most common hematological condition seen by physicians,
and can range from mildly symptomatic to life-threatening. Several types of stem cell
transplants are used to treat a variety of hematological cancers. This presentation will
review the common causes of anemia, evaluation for its causes, the link between anemia and hematologic cancers, therapies to manage anemia, and the indications, risks,
and benefits of each type of stem cell transplant.

Thursday, March 22, 5:30 P.M.–6:30 P.M., Location A*

Presenters: Lawrence B. Gardner, MD; Bruce G. Raphael, MD

Topic: Stress Management
Presenter: James P. Fraiman, MD

Thursday, February 23, 5:30 P.M.–6:30 P.M., Location A*

Topic: Preparing for Surgery
Presenter: Diane B. Rosenstein, MSW, LCSW

NEUROFIBROMATOSIS TYPE 2: AN UPDATE
Neurofibroma Educational Series
Tuesday, January 31, 6:00 P.M.–7:30 P.M., Location A*
Description: Neurofibromatosis type 2 is genetic condition associated with tumors of the nerve for hearing, and tumors of the membranes around the brain and spinal cord. People with this condition
are born with one mutated copy of the NF2 gene in each cell. This
program will address clinical and molecular features, molecular
diagnosis, treatment, research, and genetic counseling pertinent to
neurofibromatosis type 2.
Presenter: John G. Pappas, MD

FEELING YOUNG AT ANY AGE
Thursday, February 9, 6:00 P.M.–7:30 P.M., Location B*
Description: “Age is only a number.” We’ve all heard this cliché
before. It is vital, however, to take care of yourself physically and
emotionally in order to feel your best at any age. This lecture will
address tips for relaxation, foods that boost energy, and the impact
of stress on the way you feel.
Presenters: Ooi-Thye Chong, RN, MPH, LAc; Salvatore Fichera, MS,
Exercise Physiologist; Lisa R. Young, PhD, RD

ANNUAL COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS
LUNCHTIME PROGRAM
Wednesday, March 14, 11:00 A.M.–1:30 P.M., Location C*
Description: Join top NYUCI healthcare professionals for a discussion on early detection, diagnosis, new treatment modalities, and clinical trials for colorectal cancer. The
importance of a healthy diet and exercise in regard to colon cancer will be discussed.
A colorectal cancer survivor will also share a story.
Presenters: Pascale White, MD; Julia Smith, MD, PhD; Mari Carlesimo, Director, Cancer
Prevention and Control Program, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene;
Mitchell Bernstein, MD, FACS; Carmen Morales, LCSW-R, Survivor Story Moderator
A healthy lunch will be provided following the program.

HEAD AND NECK CANCER SCREENING AT NO COST TO YOU
Thursday, March 29, 5:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M., Location A*
Description: Studies show that oral HPV (human papilloma virus) infection is linked to
head and neck cancer, regardless of two other known risk factors: heavy tobacco and
alcohol use.
A visual inspection of the head, neck, and throat will take place during this screening. Anyone over age 18 is welcome to attend. Please arrive no earlier than 4:30 P.M. and no later
than 7:30 P.M. to ensure that you are seen. No appointment is necessary. For screening
information only, please call 212-263-2266.
Co-sponsored by the Division of Head and Neck Surgery/Department of Otolaryngology.

*Locations:
A: NYU Clinical Cancer Center, 160 East 34th Street, Room 1121 B: NYU Langone Medical Center, 550 First Avenue, Alumni Hall B
C: NYU Langone Medical Center, 550 First Avenue, Farkas Auditorium
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FOR A PHYSICIAN REFERRAL , PLEASE CALL
The NYU Cancer Institute helps advance the care of
patients with the most common types of cancer and
blood disorders, including those of the:
• Breast
• Gynecologic Cancers
• Gastrointestinal Tract
• Genitourinary System (such as prostate cancer)
• Neuro-Oncology (including brain cancer)
• Lung
• Head and Neck
• Melanoma
• Hematologic Cancers and other blood disorders
• Sarcoma
• Pediatric Cancers

NYU Clinical Cancer Center
160 East 34th Street
New York, NY 10016
As the principal outpatient facility of the NCIdesignated NYU Cancer Institute, the NYU Clinical
Cancer Center serves as home base for our patients
and their caregivers. The center and its multidisciplinary team of experts provide convenient access to
the latest treatment options and clinical trials, along
with a variety of programs in cancer prevention,
screening, diagnostics, genetic counseling, and
supportive services.
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215 Lexington Avenue, 15th Floor
New York, NY 10016
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
New Patient Physician Referral Line

212-731-5000

Clinical Trials Information

212-263-6485

Mammography and/or Related Procedures 212-731-5002
NYU Clinical Cancer Center
Support Group Information Line

212-731-5480

Lynne Cohen Foundation & Caring Together Project
for Women with Increased Risk for Cancer
• NYU Clinical Cancer Center
212-731-5452
• Bellevue Hospital Center
212-263-3198
100 Women in Hedge Funds
National Ovarian Cancer
Early Detection Program

212-731-5345

Lucille Roberts Wellness Boutique
managed by Underneath It All

212-731-5198

Stephen D. Hassenfeld Children’s Center
for Cancer and Blood Disorders

212-263-8400

Speakers Bureau & Community
Outreach Programs

212-263-6342

NYULMC Office of Communications
Media Inquiries
Office of Development/Donations

212-404-3555

NYUCI Office of the Director

212-263-3276

212-404-3640
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