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Guests are requested to remain seated during the 
Academic Processional and Recessional. Members of 
the Candidates Procession are to remain standing at 
their seats until the Platform Party arrives on stage.
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Processional	� � � � � � � � � � � � � Trumpet Voluntary 
Jeremiah Clarke

Rigaudon 
André Campra

Pronouncement	� � � � � � � � � � Anthony J. Grieco, MD ’63, BS (ARTS ’60) 
Associate Dean for Alumni Relations  
  and Academic Events

The National Anthem	 � � � � � The Star-Spangled Banner 
Francis Scott Key

Welcome and
Introductions	 � � � � � � � � � � � � Anthony J. Grieco, MD ’63, BS (ARTS ’60)

Student Address	 � � � � � � � � � Alejandro Torres, MD 
President, Class of 2017

Greetings	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Anthony J. Grieco, MD ’63, BS (ARTS ’60)
Kenneth G. Langone (Hon. ’01), MBA (STERN ’60) 
Chair, NYU Langone Board of Trustees

William R. Berkley, MBA, BS (STERN ’66) 
Chair, New York University Board of Trustees

Andrew D. Hamilton, MS, PhD 
President, New York University

Remarks	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Robert I. Grossman, MD (Hon. ’08) 
The Saul J. Farber Dean and Chief Executive Officer

Keynote Speaker	� � � � � � � � � Larry A. Silverstein (Hon. ’92), BA (ARTS ’52) 
Chairman, Silverstein Properties, Inc. 
  Trustee, NYU Langone Board of Trustees

Conferring of Candidates
for Degrees	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Robert I. Grossman, MD (Hon. ’08)

Steven B. Abramson, MD (HS ’78) 
Vice Dean for Education, Faculty and Academic Affairs

Linda R. Tewksbury, MD ’90 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Administration of
Hippocratic Oath	� � � � � � � � � � Robert I. Grossman, MD (Hon. ’08)

Recessional	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � Rondeau 
Jean-Joseph Mouret

Titles reflected are NYULMC, unless otherwise noted.
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE
Meleha Taj Ahmad, MD
Lavinia Midori Anzai, MD
Andrew Armanious, MD
Elizabeth Heartt Bakacs, MD
Natalí Vanina Baner, MD
James Mawn Barger, MD
Jennifer Lynne Barger, MD
Bryan James Beattie, MD
Nicholas J. Beccarino, MD
Noah Gordon Berland, MD
Misha Bhandari, MD
Amy Kalowitz Bieber, MD
Zoe Danielle Birnbaum, MD
Adam Blaisdell, MD
Alina Boltunova, MD
Maxwell Douglas Bressman, MD
Daniel Benjamin Buchalter, MD
Marcus Brandon Calderon, MD
Kelsey Charlene Campbell, MD
Gabriel Henry Campion, MD
Weyjuin Eric Chao, MD
Hon Hei Chau, MD
Joseph Michael Cichon, MD
Maggie F. Cocca, MD
Alyssa M. Coffin, MD
Cynthia Elaine Cohen, MD
Gladyne Confident, MD
Leah Croll, MD
Kenneth Csehak Jr., MD
Alana Tovah D’Alfonso, MD
Yosef Michael Dastagirzada, MD
Stella T. Deng, MD
Camilo André Doig-Acuña, MD
Alice Drain, MD
Elissa Ashley Driggin, MD
Arielle Elmaleh-Sachs, MD
Christina Rochelle Escalante, MD
Justin Bradley Feit, MD
Gabriel Jake Felder, MD
James Edward Feng, MD
Renee Fruchter, MD
Benjamin Hochman Fuchs, MD
Himali V. Gandhi, MD
Jonathan Evan Glatt, MD
Chloe Cipora Goldman, MD

Alexander Michael Goldowsky, MD
Alejandro Gomez-Viso, MD
Matthew Lane Gonzalez, MD
Lindsay R. Gubernick, MD
Ali Suhail Hadi, MD
Andrew MacCarthy Hallett, MD
William Patrick Hambley, MD
Nathan B. Han, MD
George Kyle Harrold, MD
Michael Joseph Hession, MD
Jacqueline Jennifer Hirsch, MD
Jennifer Horng, MD
Angela Marie Hou, MD
Jeffrey Hunn-Ping Huang, MD
Andrew Nguyen Huynh, MD
Nathan Z. Hyson, MD
Justin R. Jee, MD
Anthony Dongyi Jiang, MD
Hannah Linnea Jolley, MD
Hae Soo Joung, MD
Emily Mongan Kamen, MD
Shehzeen Asif Kamil, MD
Alexander P. Kenigsberg, MD
Cherub Oksan Kim, MD
Michael P. Kiritsy, MD
Scott A. Kobner, MD
Vivek Kumar, MD
Gretl Lam, MD
Jonathan C. Lebowitz, MD
Henry Hong-Lai Lee, MD
Jessica S. Lee, MD
Sarah Saerohm Lee, MD
Shimwoo Lee, MD
Jessica Michelle Lewis, MD
Daniel Lia, MD
Jenna Rae Lillemoe, MD
Bing-Xue Lin, MD
Dennis London, MD
Frederic Tianan Lu, MD
Albert D. Luong, MD
Jennifer Marie Lynch, MD
Andrew S. Ma, MD
Nigel I. Madden, MD
Kevin Maghami, MD
Patrick William Malecha, MD
Joseph J. Marlin, MD
Jonathan Massie, MD

CLASS OF
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Alexandria Katherine Maurer, MD
Prakhar Mehrotra, MD
Diana Patricia Melo, MD
Kendra Ashley Mendez, MD
Jessica A. Meyer, MD
Gregory Stephen Mittl, MD
Jessica Celine Morgan, MD
Michael Jason Moses, MD
Caroline W. Motschwiller, MD
Kelsey Ione Musselman, MD
Varun Kumar Narendra, MD
Joseph Alexander Nelson, MD
Bowen Niu, MD
Daniel Ebele Okobi Jr., MD
David Eric Orbuch, MD
Deborah Mary Ort, MD
Charles M. Oshinsky, MD
Katherine Elaine Otto, MD
Rosa Mariela Pasculli, MD
Milesh Mahendra Patel, MD
Sunny R. Patel, MD
Matthew John Pergamo, MD
Christianne Persenaire, MD
Kristina Violet Pfeiffer, MD
Kelsey Pinson, MD
Sarah E. Pivo, MD
Kenneth Warren Price, MD
Akila Bharathi Ramaraj, MD
Lukas Ramcharran, MD
Jenelle Raynowska, MD
Brooke Rosenbaum, MD
Gregory D. Rubinfeld, MD
Hesham Saleh, MD
Mona Saleh, MD
Alexander Gareth Samworth, MD
Christine E. Schindler, MD
Sagan Anthony Schultz, MD
Rajeev Deb Sen, MD
Rushabh S. Shah, MD
Gibran Shaikh, MD
Ameer K. Sharifzadeh, MD
Rivfka Sunil Shenoy, MD
Russell Phillip Simon, MD
David Jeffery Smith, MD
Andre Young Son, MD
Amy L. Sun, MD

Rebecca Hope Sussman, MD
Wesley John Talcott, MD
Toby Dylan Terwilliger, MD
Saumitra Thakur, MD
Micah Ron Timen, MD
Jason Ruff Toffey, MD
Courtney Susanne Toombs, MD
Nicole Joyce Topilow, MD
Alejandro Torres, MD
Catherine Camille Uy, MD
Benjamin J. Wadowski, MD
Libing Wang, MD
Lisa Yingxin Wang, MD
Laura Paige Weber, MD
James H. Williams, MD
Tyler Robert Williamson, MD
Justin T. Worthing, MD
Karen Yan, MD
Kamalou Yaya, MD
Su Jung Yoo, MD
Lauren Meredith Young, MD
Yechong Yu, MD
Nathan Zarider, MD
Xiaopei Zeng, MD
David Andrew Zhang, MD
Wen Rong Zhang, MD
James Q. Zhou, MD
Christos Dimitris Zouzias, MD

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Meleha Taj Ahmad, MD, MSCI
Ashira D. Blazer, MD, MSCI
Yasmi Crystal, DMD, MSCI
Alice Drain, MD, MSCI
Renee Fruchter, MD, MSCI
Soterios Gyftopoulos, MD, MSCI
Daniel Lin, MD, MSCI
Jennifer Lynn Martindale, MD, MSCI
Jenelle Raynowska, MD, MSCI
John-Ross Rizzo, MD, MSCI
Gibran Shaikh, MD, MSCI
Andre Young Son, MD, MSCI
Rebeca Mota Vasconcelos, PhD, MSCI
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Robert I. Grossman, MD (Hon. ’08)

THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH

I do solemnly swear by that which I do hold most sacred:

That I will be loyal to the profession of medicine and just and generous  
to its members;

That I will lead my life and practice my art in uprightness and honor; 

That into whatsoever house I shall enter, it shall be for the good of the 
sick to the utmost of my power, I holding myself aloof from wrong, from 
corruption, from the tempting of others to vice;

That I will exercise my art solely for the cure of my patients, and will give 
no drug, perform no operation for a criminal purpose, even if solicited,  
far less suggest it;

That whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of men which is not fitting 
to be spoken, I will keep inviolably secret.

These things I do promise and in proportion as I am faithful to this  
oath may happiness and good repute be ever mine-the opposite if  
I shall be forsworn.

(This is the oath of Hippocrates modified by the late Professor John G. Curtis  
to conform to modern times.)

ADMINISTRATION OF
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ALMA MATER
The Palisades
Duncan M. Genns ’00

Members of the Candidates Procession and the  
Platform Procession should stand for the Alma Mater.

O grim, grey Palisades, thy shadow
Upon the rippling Hudson falls,
And mellow mingled tints of sunset
Illuminate our classic halls;
While students gather ’round thy altars
With tributes of devotion true,
And mingle merry hearts and voices
In Praise of NYU.

RECESSIONAL
Rondeau
Jean-Joseph Mouret

Members of the Candidates Procession and the Platform Procession 
will participate in the Academic Recessional. Guests are requested 
to remain seated until both groups have departed the auditorium.

RECEPTION
Immediately following the Ceremony, a Reception in honor of the Class  
of 2017 will be held in the Morgan Stanley Lobby and Grand Foyer.
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Larry A. Silverstein is the Chairman of Silverstein Properties, 
Inc., a Manhattan-based real estate development and invest-
ment firm that has developed, owned and managed 40 million 
square feet of office, residential, hotel and retail space. The 
firm currently has $10 billion worth of development activity 
in the pipeline and has been recognized as one of the “Best 
Places to Work in New York City” by Crain’s New York Business 
for eight years in a row.

In July 2001, Mr. Silverstein completed the largest real estate transaction in New 
York history when he signed a 99-year lease on the 10.6 million square feet World 
Trade Center for $3.25 billion, only to see it destroyed in terrorist attacks six weeks 
later on September 11, 2001. He is currently rebuilding the office component of the 
World Trade Center site, a $30-billion project that will consume the balance of his 
working life.

A 1952 graduate of New York University, Mr. Silverstein served as Vice Chairman of 
the NYU Board of Trustees, where he continues to serve as a member. He is also 
on the Board of Trustees of the New York University Langone Medical Center. He is 
the Founder and Chairman emeritus of the advisory board of the NYU Real Estate 
Institute. As a Professor of Real Estate, his “Silverstein Workshop” became one of 
the most attended and informative educational sources for learning real estate 
development and investment analysis.

Mr. Silverstein contributes his time and resources to organizations that are  
committed to higher education and medical research, meeting humanitarian 
needs and supporting the arts. He has served as Chairman of the Board of  
UJA-Federation. He is a founding trustee of the Museum of Jewish Heritage in  
New York and has served as treasurer of National Jewish Health in Denver.

Mr. Silverstein currently serves as a board member of the New York Philharmonic. 
He is a classical music enthusiast, a passionate yachtsman and a dedicated 
New Yorker. Larry and Klara Silverstein have been married for 61 years and have 
three children and one son-in-law, three of whom are executives at Silverstein 
Properties, and they also have eight grandchildren.

KEYNOTE
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE & DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
DEGREES AWARDED THROUGH THE MEDICAL  
SCIENTIST TRAINING PROGRAM
Adam Blaisdell, MD, PhD 
“Neutrophils oppose uterine epithelial carcinogenesis   
    via debridement of hypoxic tumor cells” 
Thesis Advisor: Adrian Erlebacher, MD, PhD 
Training Program in Molecular Oncology and Immunology

Joseph Michael Cichon, MD, PhD 
“Branch-specific dendritic Ca2+ spikes induce persistent synaptic plasticity” 
Thesis Advisor: Wenbiao Gan, PhD 
Training Program in Neuroscience and Physiology

Justin R. Jee, MD, PhD 
“Rates and mechanisms of mutagenesis from maximum-depth sequencing” 
Thesis Advisor: Bud Mishra, PhD, and Evgeny Nudler, PhD
Training Program in Computational Biology

Joseph J. Marlin, MD, PhD 
“Synaptic organization and function in the prefrontal cortex” 
Thesis Advisor: Adam Carter, PhD 
Training Program in Neuroscience and Physiology

Alexandria Katherine Maurer, MD, PhD 
“The autophagy protein Atg16L1 and Staphylococcus aureus pathogenesis” 
Thesis Advisor: Ken Cadwell, PhD 
Training Program in Immunology and Inflammation

Varun Kumar Narendra, MD, PhD 
“The establishment and inheritance of repressive chromatin domains” 
Thesis Advisor: Danny Reinberg, PhD 
Training Program in Cellular and Molecular Biology

Daniel Ebele Okobi Jr., MD, PhD 
“Characterization of a cortical locus for vocal motor sequences 
in Alston’s singing mouse (Scotinomys teguina)” 
Thesis Advisor: Michael Long, PhD 
Training Program in Neuroscience and Physiology

Amy L. Sun, MD, PhD 
“Contribution of VH replacement to the primary antibody repertoire” 
Thesis Advisor: Sergei Koralov, PhD 
Training Program in Molecular Oncology and Immunology

Lauren Meredith Young, MD, PhD 
“A novel complex composed of TIMELESS and PARP1 facilitates DNA repair” 
Thesis Advisor: Michele Pagano, MD 
Training Program in Molecular Oncology and Immunology
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE & MASTERS DEGREES  
AWARDED THROUGH NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
Meleha Taj Ahmad, MD, MSCI
“The Connection between Reticular Macular Disease  
and Systemic Disease (CAD and renal disease)”
Advisor: Roland Theodore Smith, MD 
Professor of Ophthalmology

Alice Drain, MD, MSCI
“Overactive Bladder (OAB) Voiding Diary and Urodynamic Correlation Study”
Advisor: Victor W. Nitti, MD 
Professor of Urology and Obstetrics and Gynecology

Gabriel Jake Felder, MD, MPH 
“Continuous Quality Improvement and Scale-up Methods to Reduce 
Heterosexual Acquisition of HIV Through Voluntary Male Medical 
Circumcision Programming in East and Southern Africa”
Advisor: Julie Avina, EdD 
Associate Dean, Student & Alumni Affairs, NYU College of Global Public Health

Renee Fruchter, MD, MSCI
“Clinical Characteristics and Treatment of Antimalarial 
Refractory Cutaneous Lupus Erythematosus”
Advisor: Alisa N. Femia, MD 
Assistant Professor of Dermatology

Jenelle Raynowska, MD, MSCI
“Agreement of the Spiral-Bound and Computerized Tablet Versions of the 
King-Devick Test of Rapid Number Naming for Sports Related Concussion”
Advisor: Laura J. Balcer, MD 
Professor of Neurology, Population Health and Ophthalmology

Gibran Shaikh, MD, MSCI
“Cross-talk between A2A and Wnt/beta-catenin in the context of dermal fibrosis”
Advisor: Bruce N. Cronstein, MD 
Dr. Paul R. Esserman Professor of Medicine and Professor of Pathology and 
Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology

Andre Young Son, MD, MSCI
“Non-Invasive TMS Neuromodulation for Enduring Balance & Locomotion 
Restoration in Parkinson’s Disease: A Feasibility and Pilot Study (Locom-TMS)”
Advisor: Milton C. Biagioni, MD 
Assistant Professor of Neurology

MD/MBA
Alana Tovah D’Alfonso, MD, MBA
Anthony Dongyi Jiang, MD, MBA
Michael P. Kiritsy, MD, MBA
Vivek Kumar, MD, MBA
Sarah Saerohm Lee, MD, MBA
Gregory Stephen Mittl, MD, MBA
Joseph Alexander Nelson, MD, MBA
David Eric Orbuch, MD, MBA

Rosa Mariela Pasculli, MD, MBA
Sunny R. Patel, MD, MBA
Lukas Ramcharran, MD, MBA
Sagan Anthony Schultz, MD, MBA
Rushabh S. Shah, MD, MBA
Wesley John Talcott, MD, MBA
Christos Dimitris Zouzias, MD, MBA
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE AWARDED THROUGH  
THE ACCELERATED THREE-YEAR MD PATHWAY
Lavinia Midori Anzai, MD
Andrew Armanious, MD
Nicholas J. Beccarino, MD
Amy Kalowitz Bieber, MD
Daniel Benjamin Buchalter, MD
Justin Bradley Feit, MD
Jonathan C. Lebowitz, MD
Henry Hong-Lai Lee, MD
Dennis London, MD
Jennifer Marie Lynch, MD
Jessica A. Meyer, MD
Michael Jason Moses, MD
Caroline W. Motschwiller, MD
Katherine Elaine Otto, MD
Christine E. Schindler, MD
Micah Ron Timen, MD
Justin T. Worthing, MD
Kamalou Yaya, MD
James Q. Zhou, MD

DEGREES CONFERRED WITH HONORS

IN DERMATOLOGY
Chloe Cipora Goldman, MD
Mentor: Iman Osman, MD
“Altered metabolism is associated with invasion in melanoma”

Brooke Rosenbaum, MD
Mentor: Iman Osman, MD
“PTEN loss in melanoma: epigenetic regulation, 
    biological significance and clinical impact”

IN MEDICINE
Frederic Tianan Lu, MD
Mentor: Martin Blaser, MD
“Effects of Early-Life Low-Dose Penicillin Exposure on 
    Trabecular and Cortical Bone in Mice”
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IN NEUROLOGY
Benjamin Hochman Fuchs, MD
Mentor: Orrin Devinsky, MD
“White Matter Hypointensities in Carriers of a 16p11.2 Copy Number 
    Variant: Biomarker for an Epilepsy-Low IQ Phenotype”

IN PEDIATRICS
Xiaopei Zeng, MD
Mentor: William Carroll, MD
“Investigating the role of H3K27 trimethylation in B-acute 
    lymphoblastic leukemia blast chemosensitivity”

IN PLASTIC SURGERY
Jonathan Massie, MD
Mentor: Daniel Ceradini, MD
“Allotransplantation: In Search of Tolerance”

IN SURGERY
Matthew John Pergamo, MD
Mentor: George Miller, MD
“The Role of Dectin-1 in the Severity of Acute Liver 
    Injury and Inflammatory Cell Activation”

MEMBERS OF ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA
Lavinia Midori Anzai, MD
Elizabeth Heartt Bakacs, MD
Natalí Vanina Baner, MD
James Mawn Barger, MD
Jennifer Lynne Barger, MD
Zoe Danielle Birnbaum, MD
Adam Blaisdell, MD, PhD
Kelsey Charlene Campbell, MD
Gabriel Henry Campion, MD
Alyssa M. Coffin, MD
Elissa Ashley Driggin, MD
Arielle Elmaleh-Sachs, MD
Jonathan Evan Glatt, MD
Alexander Michael Goldowsky, MD
Andrew MacCarthy Hallett, MD

Shehzeen Asif Kamil, MD
Scott A. Kobner, MD
Jessica Michelle Lewis, MD
Dennis London, MD
Nigel I. Madden, MD
Patrick William Malecha, MD
Jonathan Massie, MD
Michael Jason Moses, MD
Christianne Persenaire, MD
Kelsey Pinson, MD
Gregory D. Rubinfeld, MD
Rivfka Sunil Shenoy, MD
Toby Dylan Terwilliger, MD
Benjamin J. Wadowski, MD
James H. Williams, MD
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AWARDS FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Alpha Omega Alpha Award
To the student who attained the highest scholastic 
   rating for the four years of medical school.
Alexander Michael Goldowsky, MD
Jessica Michelle Lewis, MD

American Academy of Neurology Medical Student Prize
For excellence in neurology.
Leah Croll, MD

Bernard Zussman Award
For a student who shows exemplary promise in 
   the areas of allergy and immunology.
Adam Blaisdell, MD, PhD

Dr. Arturo Cavalieri Scholarship Fund
For the student who has shown exemplary dedication to 
   the care of children and discipline of Pediatrics.
Stella T. Deng, MD

Eve R. Flechner Memorial Award
For excellence in Internal Medicine Clerkship.
Elissa Ashley Driggin, MD
Gregory D. Rubinfeld, MD

Excellence in Anesthesiology
For excellence in anesthesiology.
Justin Bradley Feit, MD

Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award
For excellence in emergency medicine.
Lukas Ramcharran, MD, MBA

Excellence in Musculoskeletal Clinical Rotation Award
For excellence in Musculoskeletal Clinical Rotation.
James Mawn Barger, MD

Excellence in Musculoskeletal Research Award
For excellence in musculoskeletal disease research.
Hesham Saleh, MD

Excellence in Scholarly Concentrations Research Award
For outstanding scholarly research in a concentration.
Russell Phillip Simon, MD

Fred S. Mandelbaum Award
For excellence in pathology.
Cherub Oksan Kim, MD

Frederick C. Holden Award
For excellence in the Obstetrics and Gynecology Clerkship.
Christianne Persenaire, MD
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Global Health Research Award
To the student who best exhibited excellence in global health 
   research through the International Health Program.
Kenneth Warren Price, MD

Glover C. Arnold Surgical Award
For excellence in Surgery.
Matthew John Pergamo, MD
Rivfka Sunil Shenoy, MD

Herman Wortis Award
For excellence in psychiatry and neurology.
Benjamin Hochman Fuchs, MD

Hippolyte M. Wertheim Award
For academic excellence in pre-clerkship curriculum.
Nigel I. Madden, MD

Homer Smith Award in Neuroscience and Physiology
For excellence in neuroscience and physiology.
David Jeffery Smith, MD

Joseph E. Constantine Award
For outstanding scholarly work in obstetrics and gynecology.
Sarah Saerohm Lee, MD, MBA
Mona Saleh, MD

Lynne and Jack Dodick Prize in Ophthalmology
For excellence in ophthalmology.
Meleha Taj Ahmad, MD, MSCI

Marion B. Sulzberger Award
For excellence in Dermatology.
Renee Fruchter, MD, MSCI

Maurice Freiman Memorial Award
For exemplary work in the clinical clerkships during the clinical years.
Gabriel Henry Campion, MD

Nancy B. Genieser Excellence in Radiology Award
For excellence in clinical and research activities in radiology.
Saumitra Thakur, MD

Rosa Lee Nemir Award
For excellence in pediatrics.
Alyssa M. Coffin, MD

Samuel and Edgar H. Soifer Memorial Award
For excellence in urology.
Alice Drain, MD ,MSCI

Valentine Mott Anatomy Award
For excellence in anatomy.
Jessica Michelle Lewis, MD

Valentine Mott Surgery Award
For excellence in the Surgery Clerkship.
Sarah E. Pivo, MD
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AWARDS FOR PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE
Alex Rosen Award
For excellence in medicine and the humanities.
Mona Saleh, MD

Alumni Association Award
To the student who made the greatest contribution to the Class of 2017.
(selected by class)
Alejandro Torres, MD

Arthur Zitrin Award in Bioethics
For the medical student with an exemplary interest in bioethics.
Jenna Rae Lillemoe, MD

Community Service Award
For outstanding service to the local community.
Christina Rochelle Escalante, MD

Eleanor Mayer Master Scholars Humanism Award
To the student who exemplifies a sense of humanity 
   and patient empathy while in school.
Lisa Yingxin Wang, MD

Excellence in Medical Education Award
For the student who contributed to medical education 
   on the local and national level.
Alexandria Katherine Maurer, MD, PhD

Hilda Lipton Memorial Award
For the student who best embodies the Code of Maimonides, 
   as evidenced by abiding compassion and fulfillment of medicine’s 
   lofty calling to “watch over the life and death” of humankind.
Katherine Elaine Otto, MD

Jack and Diana Nelson Award
For excellence in scholarship and professionalism.
Benjamin J. Wadowski, MD

John W.V. Cordice Sr. & Jr. Award
To an underrepresented minority student who has shown 
   outstanding academic scholarship and community service.
Natalí Vanina Baner, MD

The Leonard J. Tow Humanism in Medicine Student Award
To the student who best exemplifies the qualities of integrity, 
   excellence, compassion, altruism, respect, empathy, and 
   service. Sponsored by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation.
Arielle Elmaleh-Sachs, MD

Martin S. Nachbar Award
For excellence in innovations in medical education.
Bryan James Beattie, MD
Scott A. Kobner, MD
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Samuel Spiegel Award
For excellence in general academic achievement to a 
   student who is a resident of Greater New York.
Kelsey Charlene Campbell, MD

Saul M. Minkoff Memorial Award
To the student with an exemplary interest in issues of medical economics.
Lukas Ramcharran, MD, MBA

MARSHALS FOR THE CANDIDATES PROCESSION
Distinguished Teacher in the Basic Sciences
In recognition of singular accomplishment in leading us to knowledge 
and understanding and for dedication and intellectual integrity 
representative of the highest ideals of the teaching profession.
Victoria M. Harnik, MS (GSAS ’81), PhD (GSAS ’86) 
Assistant Professor of Cell Biology

Distinguished Teacher in the Clinical Sciences
In recognition of singular accomplishment in leading us to knowledge 
and understanding and for dedication and intellectual integrity 
representative of the highest ideals of the teaching profession.
John I. Hwang, MD ’12 
Instructor in Medicine

Leonard J. Tow Humanism in Medicine Faculty Award
To the faculty member who best exemplifies the qualities of 
integrity, excellence, compassion, altruism, respect, empathy, 
and service. Sponsored by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation.
Lewis R. Goldfrank, MD
Herbert W. Adams Professor of Emergency Medicine

CONTENT, PILLAR, AND SELECTIVE DIRECTORS
Kenneth I. Berger, MD
Ellie Carmody, MD, MPH
Patricia Chui, MD
Ruth M. Crowe, MD ’86, PhD (GSAS ’86)
Barry Czeisler, MD
Ludovic P. Desvignes, PhD
Peter G. D’Eustachio, PhD
Hilary Fairbrother, MD
Michael J. Garabedian,  

PhD, BA (WSC ’82)
David S. Goldfarb, MD
Loren W. Greene, MD ’75, MA (GSAS ’12)
Victoria M. Harnik,  

MS (GSAS ’81), PhD (GSAS ’86)
Robert S. Hoffman, MD ‘84
Mary Ann Hopkins, MD, MPhil
Eric Lang, PhD
Daniel Lugassy, MD

Margaret Magid, MD
Lisa B. Malter, MD
Margaret J. Nachtigall-Giordano, MD ’88
Joseph M. Nicholson, MLIS
Michael O’Guin, PhD
Jose-Alberto Palma, MD, PhD
Valerie H. Peck, MD ’74
Molly E. Poag, MD
Michael A. Poles, MD ’92, PhD
Amy J. Rapkiewicz, MD, BA (CAS ’99)
Michael J. Rindler, PhD
Mel Rosenfeld, PhD
Pamela B. Rosenthal, MD ’93
Mark D. Schwartz, MD
Steven P. Sedlis, MD ’77
Maria Shiau, MD
Adam H. Skolnick, MD
Michael Tanner, MD
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MODULE DIRECTORS
Ruth M. Crowe, MD ’86, PhD (GSAS ’86)
Barry Czeisler, MD
Peter G. D’Eustachio, PhD 

Sally R. Frenkel, PhD (GSAS ’89)
Michael J. Garabedian, PhD
Pamela B. Rosenthal, MD ’93

CLINICAL CLERKSHIP DIRECTORS
Harris E. Burstin, MD, MS (WAG ’99)
Shree Chanchani, MD
Fabio Ferrari, MD
Mark S. Hochberg, MD
Jonathan E. Howard, MD
Norma M. Keller, MD
Michael LoCurcio, MD ’97
Jennifer B. Ogilvie, MD
Cynthia J. Osman, MD

Molly E. Poag, MD
Michael Tanner, MD
Seagram M. Villagomez, MD ’03

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
William R. Berkley, MBA, BS (STERN ’66) 
Chair, Board of Trustees 

Robert Berne, PhD (Hon. ’07) 
Executive Vice President for Health 

Andrew Hamilton, MS, PhD 
President

NYU SCHOOL OF MEDICINE DEANS
Robert I. Grossman, MD (Hon. ’08)
Saul J. Farber Dean and 
   Chief Executive Officer

Steven B. Abramson, MD (HS ’78)
Vice Dean for Education, Faculty 
   and Academic Affairs

Dafna Bar-Sagi, PhD
Vice Dean for Science, Chief 
   Scientific Officer

Andrew W. Brotman, MD
Vice Dean for Clinical Affairs and 
   Strategy, Chief Clinical Officer

Michael T. Burke
Vice Dean, Corporate Chief 
   Financial Officer

Annette B. Johnson, JD, PhD
Vice Dean and Senior Counsel 
   for Medical School Affairs

Joseph Lhota, MBA
Vice Dean, Chief of Staff

Vicki Match Suna, MArch
Vice Dean for Real Estate 
   Development and Facilities

Nader Mherabi
Vice Dean, Chief Information Officer

Robert A. Press, MD ’71,  
PhD (GSAS ’73)
Vice Dean, Chief of Hospital Operations
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Nancy Sanchez
Vice Dean, Human Resources 
   and Organizational 
   Development and Learning

Judith S. Hochman, MD
Senior Associate Dean for 
   Clinical Sciences

Melvin G. Rosenfeld, PhD
Senior Associate Dean for 
   Medical Education

Rhonda M. Graves Acholonu, MD
Associate Dean for Diversity Affairs

Michael M. Ambrosino, MD ’82
Associate Dean for Graduate 
   Medical Education

Joan F. Cangiarella, MD ’90
Associate Dean for Education, 
   Faculty and Academic Affairs

Anthony J. Grieco,  
BS (ARTS ‘60), MD ’63
Associate Dean for Alumni 
   Relations and Academic Events

Victoria M. Harnik,  
MS (GSAS ’81), PhD (GSAS ’86)
Associate Dean for Curriculum

David E. Levy, PhD
Associate Dean for 
   Collaborative Science

Georgeann McGuinness, MD
Associate Dean for Mentoring 
   and Professional Development

Thomas S. Riles, MD
Associate Dean for Medical 
   Education and Technology

Rafael Rivera Jr., MD
Associate Dean for Admissions 
   and Financial Aid

Robert J. Schneider, PhD
Associate Dean for 
   Therapeutics Alliances

Naoko Tanese, PhD
Associate Dean for Biomedical Sciences 

Linda R. Tewksbury ’90
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Marc M. Triola, MD ’98
Associate Dean for 
   Educational Informatics

Joanne McGrath, MSEd
Assistant Dean for Admissions 
   and Financial Aid

Iman Osman, MD
Assistant Dean for Translational 
   Research Support

Jeremy I. Paul, PhD
Assistant Dean for Basic Science 
   Research Operations 

Barry P. Rosenzweig, MD ’75
Assistant Dean for Graduate 
   Medical Education

Susanne L. Tranguch, PhD, MBA
Assistant Dean for Biomedical Sciences 

Jonathan H. Weider, BA
Assistant Dean for Advanced 
   Applications



17

CHAIRS OF DEPARTMENTS
Steven B. Abramson, MD (HS ’78). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Medicine
Frederick H. King Professor of Internal Medicine and Professor of Pathology

Ioannis Aifantis, PhD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Pathology
Hermann M. Biggs Professor of Pathology

Max Costa, PhD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Environmental Medicine
Professor of Environmental Medicine and  
Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology

Helen Link Egger, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
Arnold Simon Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry

Robert J. Femia, MD. . . .     Ronald O. Perelman Department of Emergency Medicine
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine

Steven R. Flanagan, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Rehabilitation Medicine
Howard A. Rusk Professor of Rehabilitation Medicine

Steven L. Galetta, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Neurology
Philip K. Moskowitz, M.D. Professor and Chair of the  
Department of Neurology and Professor of Ophthalmology

Aubrey C. Galloway, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Cardiothoracic Surgery
Seymour Cohn Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery

John G. Golfinos, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Neurosurgery
Associate Professor of Neurosurgery and Otolaryngology

Marc N. Gourevitch, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Population Health
Muriel G. and George W. Singer Professor of Population Health
Professor of Medicine and Professor of Psychiatry

David L. Keefe, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Obstetrics and Gynecology
Stanley H. Kaplan Chairman and  
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Alec Kimmelman, MD, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Radiation Oncology
Professor of Radiation Oncology

Ruth Lehmann, PhD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Cell Biology
Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Professor of Cell Biology

Herbert Lepor, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Urology
Martin Spatz Chairman of the Department of Urology
Professor of Urology and Pharmacology

Catherine S. Manno, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Pediatrics
Pat and John Rosenwald Professor of Pediatrics

Charles R. Marmar, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Psychiatry
Lucius N. Littauer Professor of Psychiatry
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Seth J. Orlow, MD, PhD . . . . . . . . .        Ronald O. Perelman Department of Dermatology
Samuel Weinberg Professor of Pediatric Dermatology
Professor of Cell Biology and Pediatrics

H. Leon Pachter, MD ’71 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Surgery
George David Stewart Professor of Surgery

Michele Pagano, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology
May Ellen and Gerald Jay Ritter Professor of Oncology

Neil H. Rambo, MLibr. . . . . . . . . .         Sidney and Ruth Lapidus Health Sciences Library
Curator and Director

Michael P. Recht, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Radiology
Louis Marx Professor of Radiology

Eduardo D. Rodriguez, MD, DDS (DEN ’92) . . . . . . . . .        Hansjörg Wyss Department  
Helen L. Kimmel Professor of of Plastic Surgery
Reconstructive Plastic Surgery

J. Thomas Roland Jr., MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
Mendik Foundation Professor of Otolaryngology
Professor of Neurosurgery

Andrew D. Rosenberg, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Anesthesiology, Perioperative .
Dorothy Reaves Spatz, MD Chair of Anesthesiology, Care and Pain Medicine
Perioperative Care and Pain Medicine
Professor of Anesthesiology, Perioperative Care and Pain Medicine
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery

Barbara A. Sampson, MD, PhD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Forensic Medicine
Clinical Professor of Forensic Medicine and Pathology

Joel S. Schuman, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Ophthalmology
Professor of Ophthalmology

Richard W. Tsien, DPhil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Neuroscience and Physiology
Druckenmiller Professor of Neuroscience  
and Professor of Neurology

Jeffrey N. Weiser, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Microbiology
Professor of Microbiology

Joseph D. Zuckerman, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Orthopaedic Surgery
Walter A.L. Thompson Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery
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DIRECTORS OF INSTITUTES
Jef D. Boeke, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Institute for Systems Genetics
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology

Max Costa, PhD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Nelson Institute of Environmental Medicine
Professor of Environmental Medicine  
and Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology

Bruce N. Cronstein, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Clinical and Translational Science Institute
Dr. Paul R. Esserman Professor of Medicine
Professor of Pathology and Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology

Helen Link Egger, MD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Child Study Center
Arnold Simon Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry

Steven R. Flanagan, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Rusk Rehabilitation 
Howard A. Rusk Professor of Rehabilitation Medicine

Judith S. Hochman, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Clinical and Translational Science Institute
Harold Snyder Family Professor of Cardiology

Ruth Lehmann, PhD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Skirball Institute of Biomolecular Medicine
Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Professor of Cell Biology

Robert A. Montgomery, MD, DPhil. . . . . . . . . . . .            NYU Langone Transplant Institute
Professor of Surgery

Benjamin G. Neel, MD, PhD. . . . . . . . . .          Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Cancer Center
Professor of Medicine

Eduardo D. Rodriguez, MD, DDS (DEN ’92) . . . . . . . . . .         Institute of Reconstructive  
Helen L. Kimmel Professor of Plastic Surgery
Reconstructive Plastic Surgery

Marc M. Triola, MD ’98. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Institute for Innovations in Medical Education
Associate Professor of Medicine

Richard W. Tsien, DPhil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           NYU Neuroscience Institute
Druckenmiller Professor of Neuroscience
Professor of Neurology

Itai Yanai, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Institute for Computational Medicine
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF NYU LANGONE  
HEALTH SYSTEM AND NYU SCHOOL OF  
MEDICINE ADVISORY BOARD
Kenneth G. Langone (Hon. ’01), Chair
Fiona B. Druckenmiller, CoChair
Laurence D. Fink, CoChair
William R. Berkley, MBA,  

BA (STERN ’66)
Robert Berne, PhD (Hon. ’07), 

Ex-Officio Trustee
Casey Box
Edgar M. Bronfman Jr.
Susan Block Casdin
Kenneth I. Chenault
William J. Constantine
Jamie Dimon
Martin Dorph, Ex-Officio Trustee
Lori Fink (Hon. ’17)
Luiz H. Fraga
Paolo Fresco
Trudy Elbaum Gottesman (Hon. ’15)
Robert I. Grossman, MD (Hon. ’08),
 Ex-Officio Trustee
Andrew Hamilton, PhD,  

Ex-Officio Trustee
Jacqueline S. Harris
Paul Tudor Jones
Mel Karmazin
Sidney Lapidus
Thomas H. Lee
Laurence C. Leeds Jr.
Martin Lipton, Esq. (Hon. ’00)
Stephen F. Mack

Roberto A. Mignone 
Edward J. Minskoff
Thomas K. Montag
Thomas S. Murphy (Hon. ’85)
Thomas S. Murphy, Jr.
Frank T. Nickell
Michael E. Novogratz
Debra Perelman
Ronald O. Perelman
Isaac Perlmutter (Hon. ’14)
Laura Perlmutter (Hon. ’14)
Douglas A. Phillips
Richard P. Richman 
Linda Gosden Robinson
E. John Rosenwald Jr. (Hon. ’89)
Alan D. Schwartz
Barry F. Schwartz
Bernard L. Schwartz
Larry A. Silverstein (Hon. ’92)
Joel E. Smilow
Carla Solomon, PhD
William C. Steere Jr.
Daniel Sundheim
Chandrika Tandon
Allen R. Thorpe
Alice M. Tisch
Thomas J. Tisch
Jan T. Vilcek, MD, PhD (Hon. ’06)
Bradley J. Wechsler
Anthony Welters, Esq.

OVERSEERS OF NYU LANGONE MEDICAL CENTER
Dwight Anderson
Marc H. Bell
Geraldine H. Coles (Hon. ’01)
Lola Finkelstein
George E. Hall
Irma R. Hilton, PhD
Elizabeth B. Dater Jennings 
Helen L. Kimmel (Hon. ’10)
Louis Marx, Jr.

Tagar C. Olson
Edward S. Pantzer
William A. Perlmuth
Stanley B. Shopkorn
Henry R. Silverman (Hon. ’99)
Robin L. Smith, MD, MBA
Michael R. Stoler
Sam A. Sutton
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Founded in 1841, New York University School of Medicine’s history includes many 
of the major events in American medicine through two centuries. The School’s 
founding faculty were six of the greatest physicians and scientists of their time:

Valentine Mott, Professor of Surgery; Granville Sharp Pattison, Professor 
of Anatomy; John W. Draper, Professor of Chemistry; John Revere, Professor 
of Theory and Practice of Medicine (and youngest son of Paul Revere); 
Martyn Paine, Professor of Institutes of Medicine and Materia Medica; 
Gunning S. Bedford, Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women  
and Children.

Clinical instruction was started in Bellevue Hospital in 1847, and in 1861 Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College was founded. With the passing of the years and a 
deepening conviction that the total medical enterprise should be placed in the 
scholarly setting of the University, Bellevue Hospital Medical College became 
an integral part of New York University in 1898 under the name University and 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College. In 1935, the name was changed to New York 
University College of Medicine and in 1960 to New York University School of 
Medicine. Among the many outstanding graduates of the School of Medicine are 
Walter Reed, who proved that yellow fever was spread by a particular mosquito 
species; William C. Gorgas, who built on Dr. Reed’s work to alleviate yellow  
fever outbreaks at the site of the Panama Canal; Hermann M. Biggs, head  
of the world’s first municipal public health laboratory; Joseph Goldberger,  
who discovered the cause and control of pellagra; and Jonas Salk and  
Albert B. Sabin, who developed vaccines for the prevention of polio.

Today, a faculty of 6,053 physicians/scientists instructing 646 medical students 
staffs NYU School of Medicine. In addition, the School and Bellevue and Tisch 
Hospitals include 1,315 resident/fellows, 253 PhD and 76 MD/PhD candidates. 
During the 2015–2016 academic year, 10,727 physicians were enrolled in 
postgraduate courses offered by the Post-Graduate Medical School.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
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The Office of Academic Events offers sincere appreciation to the dedicated 
members of the faculty and staff of NYU School of Medicine who make  
this event possible.

WE ALSO THANK:
Organist 
Ernest Lehrer

Soloist 
Sandra Lee

Symphonic Brass Alliance 
Rob Susman and Jeff Scott, Directors 
Jeff Furman 
Phil Granger 
Jeff Venho

On behalf of the Board of Governors of the New York University School of 
Medicine Alumni Association, we welcome you into the ranks of our esteemed 
alumni. As you embark upon your residency training, please maintain contact 
with our Office of Alumni Affairs. Wherever your career choices take you, you will 
always be members of the NYU School of Medicine family. Please know that we 
are very proud of you and look forward to hearing about your professional and 
personal accomplishments.

Sincerely,

Anthony J. Grieco, BS (ARTS ’60), MD ’63, MACP 
Associate Dean for Alumni Relations and Academic Events

Nancy H. Coles Goldstein, MD ’85 
President, Alumni Association 2016–2017

Meryl S. Schwartz, LMSW (SSSW ’13) 
Director of Alumni Affairs
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